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your own doings and feelings, and a little more regularly if you please.
You had better sell all the stock except Julia, Jr., and the old wall-eyed horse! which Frazer must exercise every day, bye the bye. Tell Burbank and Chase to make me a thick frock coat, military pattern, of good strong cloth with alpaca or some shiny lining not silk, and put two stars on each shoulder. I am in absolute rags. Send down by Adams Express at once. Mail ready, so no more at present; but I send you a picture of the "Greyhound" and the Pontoon Bridge as she lies at her wharf near my headquarters in the Appomattox.
We had a frost last night, and it is so cold this morning I can scarce hold pen.
Good morning, dearest, BENJ.
From General Butler
Hd Qrs. Army of the James, Sept. IQth, 1864, 6.25 P.M.
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
FIVE (5) companies of the 45th TJ. S. Colored Troops have been forwarded, and are assigned by me to the 10th Corps. Five (5) more companies are in Washington. It is a pity that the regt. should not be together. Please order the five (5) companies to join their regiments.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army of the James, Sept. Wth, 1864, 6.55 P.M.
Brig. Genl. HOLT, Judge Advocate General, WASHINGTON, D. C.
I WAS not aware that such an order was issued by the President. I knew in the early part of the Spring that he issued an order that no person sentenced to death in the Department should be executed. I have executed no person that was sentenced to death when I received that order, and I supposed it was meant to cover a large number of old cases about which I had made representations.
I was led to that construction of the order because the law of Congress, altering the law which required the revision of the President in cases of capital sentences, put that revision in the hands of Departmental Commanders, subject of course to the pardoning power of the President, which as a rule is